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REMARK 8, 
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My Brethren, 
ou have been often invited to em- 
| brace chriſtianity, remarkably in the 
laſt century by two celebrated divines, 
Dr. Kidder, of the Church of England, 
and Mr. Leſlie, of Ireland; in the preſent 


century by Jonah Ben Jacob Xeres, aA 


converted Jew, born in Saphia, on the 
coaſt of Barbary; and laſtly, by Dr. 
Prieſtley, at three different times, in his 
Letters to the Jews, and in A Diſcourſe 
on the Reſurrection of Jeſus ; which it 
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may not be out of ſeaſon to make a few 
remarks upon, by way of introduction to 


the following ſheets : a few remarks will 
be ſufficient, becauſe much the ſame ſtrain 
of thinking and argumentation runs thro' 
each invitation, all tending to one point, 


the recommendation of Socinianiſm. 


Dr. Prieſtley courts, nay, even preſſes 
you, with unwearied application, to be- 


come chriſtians; but to what ſpecies, ſect, 


party, or denomination of chriſtians ? In- 
dubitably and with partiality to his on: 
but this ſeems not fair; it is ſurely paying 
you an ill compliment to make himſelf 


ſingly an all-ſufficient, peremptory, infal- 


lible dictator and guide, and you altoge- 


ther i incompetent judges: it would at leaſt 


have been handſome in him to have left 


you to choole for yourſelves, after mature 
examination of the ſcriptures. 


He ſeems again, likewiſe, (in his Diſ- 
courſe on the Reſurrection of Jeſus, p. 13, 


. Not to be poſſeſſed of good breeding, when 


he 


TIF 
he felicitates himſelf and you for being the 
only worſhippers of the true God, with the 
fame breath cenſuring your forefathers and 
the great body of chriſtians as idolaters, 
worſhipping a creature inſtead of the Cre- 
ator. This is a heavy charge indeed, but 
if upon inquiry it be not found ſtrictly true, 
then he will incur the breach and puniſh- 
ment of the ninth commandment, Thou 
* ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy 
© neighbour ;” and that the charge is not 
ſtrictly true, is evident. For not Abra- 
ham, Moſes, Aaron, the Elders, and the 
nation at large, worſhipped the golden 
calf, but a factious party only; nor did 
Joſhua, David, the Prophets, and a mul- 
titade of others, ever worſhip the ſun, 
moon, and ſtars. In 1 Kings xix. 18, the 
Lord ſpeaking of Samaria, the moſt ad- 
dicted to idolatry, informs Elijah, © I have 
* left me ſeven thouſand in Iſrael, all the 
knees which have not bowed to Baal.“ 


As to the great body or generality of 
chriſtians, "ef of the eſtabliſhed church, 
B2 and 


7) 
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and diſſenters from it, living in England, 
Scotland, Ireland, and elſewhere, they are 


certainly conſcious to themſelves of not 
being idolaters, but worſhippers of the one 
true God, through the mediation of his 
beloved Son Jefus Chriſt, and ſanctifica- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. Neither again 
does he lift up his countenance upon you, 
when he tells you in his letters, That 
* your preſent diſperſed and calamitous 
* ſituation is certainly a proof that you are 
* at this very time under the divine dil- 
« pleaſure;” and conſequently, that your 
religion, in all it's parts, belief in the 
typical Moſes and Prophets, and in a daily 
expectation of the Meſſiah, is altogether 
unacceptable to God. For my own part, 
I hope better things of you, my brethren. 
For our brother Paul, in his Epiſtle to the 


Romans, xi. 2, aſſures you, © God hath 


* not caſt away his people which he fore- 


i knew; and i in ver. 26, All Iſrael ſhall 


1 be ſaved.“ e God himſelf, Joſhua 1 
8 you, in the pa of Joſhua, the 
natural 

F See Harris's Third Diſcourſe on the Meſliah. 


n 


natural and typical head of the body, «I 
« will not fail thee, NOT CUR en” 


Now though 1 TORTS, wiſh you to ) be. 
come chriſtians, yet I do not that you 
ſhould become Socinians, but rather, that 
you ſhould continue as you are. For 
ſhould you turn Socinians, you 'may fall 
into a ſpecies of idolatry, by looking up 
to Dr. Prieſtley, exalted into a ſaint of 
ſuperior order, power, and beatitudes, for 
converting you according to his own de- 
ſcription, Diſc, p. 18, © Happy indeed 
« ſhould I think myſelf to be, in any mea- 
« ſure, the inſtrument in the hand of Di- 
* vine Providence, of opening the eyes of 
any of you to your true intereſt, and 


© thereby of reſtoring you to the favour of 
„ | 


Neither again does he preſent to you 
any firm grounds of faith, hope, and con- 
folation in Diſc. p. 20, where he tells you, 
that from the facts of Jeſus being declared 
the Son of God by an audible voice from 


B 1 ND heaven, 


* 
3 
Aſt 


(SJ 
heaven, of his working miracles like Moſes, 
and of his being raiſed from the dead, 
* You ought to declare yourſelves chriſ- 
© tians; yet that you need not ceaſe to be 
* Jews, nor diſcontinue any ordinances of 
e the law, —that you may call David a 
* Meſſiah as well as Jeſus, but muſt be 
* baptized, and celebrate the Lord's ſup- 


ee per.“ He ſhould have added, © You are 


6 alſo to keep tw o ſabbath- days, attend 
* ſynagogue in Duke's-Place, and the 
* meeting at Hackney.” Thus your bur- 
den, in room of being lighter, will be 
come heavier by duplicates ; and after all, 
it is to be feared, that when the king, who 
made a marriage for his ſon, (Matt. xx1, 


14,) ſhall come in to ſee the gueſts, he will 


find you not having on a wedding-garment, 
and diſmiſs you with reprobation, as a 
medley of Nazarene, Antichriſtian intru- 
ders; fo that, as I ſaid before, it is beſt, 
perhaps, for you to invite Dr. Prieſtley to 
come ver to you, and be circumciſed, or 


remain as you are, in humble CIP eflation, 


1311 it mall pleaſe God to call you in his 
own 


* 
3 


* 
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bf 


.own appointed time, and convince you of 
the truth, as it is in Jeſus, 


\ 


If you only believe, that Jeſus was born, 


lived, ſpake, worked miracles, died, roſe 
again, aſcended into heaven, and ſitteth at 
the right hand of God as a mere man, you 
will be no better chriſtians than Servetus 
the Spaniard, Lælius Socinus an Italian, 


Fauſtus Socinus the nephew, and many 


other reformers in the 15th century, nor 
than thoſe of the preſent century, who met 


at the Feathers Tavern, and petitioned 


Parliament in 1772, 73, to annul that 


which is all but inſpired, the Liturgy and 


Articles of the Church of England, and 
who, their petition being rejected, had 


afterwards the hardineſs to addreſs the 


King, in a moſt daring and profane publi- 


cation, entitled, The Doctrines of a 


Trinity, and the Incarnation of God, ex- 
amined upon the Principles of Reaſon and 
common Senſe;” which received a very 


excellent anſwer, entitled, © The Cauſe of 


„ the 
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the Petitioners examined ;” printed for 


Robinſon, in Paternoſter-Row. 


Attend with the utmoſt regard, and 


moſt ſerious conſideration, to the plain 
and expreſs words of St. John, 1 Epiſt. ii. 
22: © He is Antichriſt, that denieth the 
Father and the Son; he that hath not 
A the Son, hath not the Father; A, 


not, obſerve, that is, poſſeſſeth him not in 


his heart, affections and will, not merely 
acknowledgeth him as a human prophet 


and righteous man: © The kingdom of 


God,“ ſays Chriſt, * is to be within you.” 


Dr. Prieſtley certainly proves to you the 


reality of Jeſus and his reſurrection as a 


matter of fact, ſufficiently eſtabliſhed and 
authenticated by credible witneſſes; ſo 


far well: — But then he eomes ſhort of 
well, in that he hath omitted to ſet before 


you the benefits of Chriſt's reſurrection.— 


that he died for your ſins, and roſe again 


for your Juſtification, is your advocate 


with the Father, and a propitiation for 
your 


31 +3 88 


your ſins, —that he quickeneth the dead, 
that you are to be partakers of the divine 
| nature and of his reſurrection, by dyin 
_ unto fin, and Tiling unto righteouſneſs, 
the Holy Spirit ;—in ſhort, created anew 
in him unto good works, and by him are 
to be juſtified from all things, from which 
ye could not be juſtified by the Forks of 
the Jaw, LI OE . 
Theſe are the great ; adn doftines, ; 
and plain declarations, the ſcriptures, both 
old and new, abound with; fo that it is 
not enough that you believe the reſurrec- 
tion of Jeſus as a mere matter of fact, which 
in that reſpect alone will be of no more ſer- 
vice to you than the reſurrection of Laza- 
rus; nor will the precepts and example of 
Jelus, though the moſt pure and perfect, 
be of much more uſe to you than thoſe of 
Socrates, without his co-operating virtue 
and grace, as Chriſt himſelf tells you, 
Without me ye can do nothing; no one 
' cometh unto the F ater, but of me ; my 
« * firengeh 


( 12 ) 


« ſtrength is ſufficient for thee, my ſtrength 
js made perfect in weakneſs; he that 
« liveth and believeth in me, though he 
_ « were dead, (in fin, afflictions, and trou- 
e bles,) yet ſhall he live; and whoſo liveth 
«© and believeth in me, ſhall not die eter- 
* nally.” Whom now are you to believe, 
Moſes, the Prophets, and Jeſus Chriſt, or 
Dr. Prieſtley 2? who, in flat contradittion 
to them, boldly affirms, Diſc. p. 55, © Chril- 
« tianity (he ſhould have ſaid, the whole of 
< revelation) is much leſs to be confidered 


10 ; 
1 * as a ſyſtem of doctrines, than as a rule 
Fl! of practice: nay, the doctrines them- 


RD TO Oo 


* ſelves (the chief of which is that of a 
* future ſtate of retribution) have no other 
object than the regulation of our lives; 
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hl merely by our own innate ſtrength and 
Ss - | power, as he explains himſelf in his fixth 
il L.xetter to the Members of the New Jeruſa- 
jt lem, p. 46, where he denies the neceſſity 
| i 5 and uſe of divine grace and aſſiſtance: No 
if 5 * perſons have immediate communication 
Ii „with God, except Prophets; and the 
1 Fx great truths of religion, - as taught by the 
— Pro- 
i 


Fr. 28 


Prophets, by Moſes, by Chriſt, and by 
* his Apoſtles, are ſufficient of themſelves, 
1 without any ſupernatural influx.” 


Thus he evidently puts aſunder two 
principal things, which God in his word 
hath joined together, faith and practice. 


| Holineſs is certainly the end of religion; 
but holineſs meritorious is not attainable 
without the means, namely, faith and di- 
vine communication. The two chief com- 
mandments are, Thou ſhalt love the 
« Lord thy God with all thine heart, mind, 
* ſoul, and ſtrength, and thy neighbour as 
« thyſelf;” but who will ſay, he is of him- 
ſelf ſufficient for theſe duties? If works 
merely moral, done before juſtification, or 
not ſpringing from faith in Jeſus Chriſt, are 
pleaſant to God, then is divine revelation, 
or religion, no better than a ſyſtem of 
ethics, and the Atheiſt or the Deiſt may be 
as perfect and rewardable as the Chriſtian. 
The very heathens, the poets and philoſo- 
phers, teach us better things than theſe, 


more 


— 


more comfortable and encouraging. Ho- - 
mer, in his Odyſſey, makes Telemachus 
addreſs himſelf to Minerva for internal 


help: 

Deſcend from heaven, deſcend, O gracious 
8 maid, 
All vam are thy cinch without thy 

aid. 


; Virgil alſo. i his hero natus F di. 
e born, and divinely taught. 


* 


St. James, L 5, lays, .* If any of you lack 
12 viſdom, let him aſk of God, who giveth 
* to all men liberally and ver. 17, 
cs Every good Joo, ſmall donation, and 
« every perfe&t Fugue, gift, is from above, 
* and cometh down. from the F ather of 
* Tights.” But how can this be true, if 
there. be no ſpiritual communication, no 
: myſterious intercourſe between God and 
.the ſoul of man? Of What uſe. alſo are 


Me nen meditation, and comtem- 


A + 1 4 # 


5 God 


it | | 
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God and 1 man, as it is laid. He dhe is 
joined unto the Lord is one ſpirit 5 


That faith, Without the law of nature, 
: and without the deeds of the ceremo- 
nial law, is efficacious and effectual to 
ſalvation, our brother Paul declareth at 
large in his Epiſtle to the Romans, but no 
where, that faith without works is ſo; nor 
did ever any chriſtian of a ſound mind 
Now then, reverſing the propoſition, who, 
except. Atheiſts, Deiſts, Socinians, and 
mere moraliſts, will dare to ſay, Works 
without faith are acceptable and pleaſant 
to God: ? Faith and works then, as cauſe 
and effect, muſt go hand in hand. This is 
the rock on which Chriſt hath built his 


church. 


ks have been 3 to object againſt 
the ſcriptures, that they enjoin duties im- 


practicable, ſuch in particular as forgiving 
and loving our enemies, bleſſing them that 
cCurſe us, and praying for them who de- 
ſpitefully uſe and perſecute us; not to take 
thought for to- morrow; to do good, 
hoping 
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hoping for nothing again; to ſuffer pa- 
tiently for well doing; to endure afflictions 
with meekneſs, humility, and a totally re- 
ſigned will: theſe and many other precepts, 


it muſt be confeſſed, are grievous to fleſh 


and blood, and very difficult to perform; 
ſo that the objection ſeems to have ſome 
weight in it, if we are left alone to ſtruggle 
againſt principalities and powers in high 
places, and not to look for any ſpecial aid 
and divine aſſiſtance, as Dr. Prieſtley 


aſſureth us we are not, in Let. 6, p. 46, 
If ſuch beings as men, i. e. beings capa- 
* ble of reflection, and of a reaſonable re- 


6 gard to their own happineſs, be only in- 


formed there is a God, who governs the 
world in righteouſneſs, we ſhall have all 
the knowledge that is neceſſary for the 
4 buſineſs of religion: and when ordinary 
„means are ſufficient, it is not in the uſual 
bo plan of providence | to have recourſe to 


* extraordinary ones. 


| Biſhop Horſley, in his Charge to the 


Clergy of St. David's, does honour to his 


ſtation, 
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| Nation, in coming forward openly and ex- 
plicitly to confront Dr. Prieſtley and his 


abettors open and ſecret, * who, the 
« doctor affirms, now abound in all the 


= churches profeſſedly Trinitarian, though 


from timidity, or ſome other motive, they 
edo not make an open avowal of their 
« ſentiments.” Where is Dr. Prieſtley's 
charity and love of his neighbour, whether 
he affirms this of his own knowledge, or 
from ſurmiſe only? So much for Dr. 
Prieſtley's prattice : we now proceed to 
take a ſhort view of his faith; which if 
erroneous, we need not wonder that his 
practice 1 is 10, 


He is inceſſantly beating the air, to 


prove what was never denied by Jews or 
Chriſtians, the unity of God; no, nor even 


by the nations, except by ſome few, who 
owned the 8 but rejected the unity. 
Thus did Pharaoh, when he ſaid, Exod. v. 

2, Who is Jehoyah, that I ſhould obey 
$ « king; ? I know not, that is, I acknowledge 
* not, Jehovah, So did the worſhippers 
of 


( 18 ) 


of Baal for a time, till at laſt, aſtoniſhed and 
convinced, they all at once cried out, © ſe- 
« hovah, he is Elohim; Jehovah, he is 
«© Elohim.” In like manner do chriſtians in 
the Te Deum, © We praiſe thee, O God, we 
* acknowledge thee to be the Lord.” 


Here are two contending parties, the 
Vnitarians and Trinitarians, who are each 
in the wrong, while they continue in direct 
oppoſition; but both perhaps may be re- 
conciled by an impartial attention to the 
following elucidations. . 


Error is always running to extremes, 
while truth ever ſtays 1 in the center, or in 
connection vith it. Unity without plu- 
rality is evil, as is plurality without unity: 
their conjunction it is, that conſtitutes 
good. Unity, or one, ſo long as it remains 
ſuch, remains unnoticed; it is a hunctum 
or point, merely imaginary, and equiva- 
lent to nothing, or a ſomething neceſſarily 
conceived, ſuppoſed, and required; an zs, 
 efſence, exiſtence, ſubſtance, not knowable, 
nor beneficial, till progreſſion render it 


perceptible, | 
In 


(9) 


10 the bile ſyſtem, in vegetable and 
animal nature, there is no motion, opera- 
tion, and life, nor in chemiſtry any trans- 
figuration, without the threefold. and 
reciprocal agency, in due mixture, of fire, 
light, and ſpirit, or air: either of them 

acting fingly is deſtructive, but in union 
ſalutary; for inſtance, the poles chill, the 
equator ſcorches, and the ecliptic cheriſhes, 
as deſcribed by Virgil in his Æneid, and 
by Ovid, Met. lib. 15. 
Principio celum ac terras, campoſq; pens 
Spiritus intus alit—— - 


In ſuperos ger tenu . emicat 1gnes ; 
Inde retro redeunt, Oe relexitur ordo. 


In vegetation we behold firſt the blade, 
then the ear, after that the full corn in the 

car,—the vine, branch, and fruit—the 

branch, leaf, and fig. "0 


In logic and numeration there is no 
ratio; in geometry, mulic, and colours, 
no figure, melody, nor harmony, but by 
a third. The moſt familiar melody, and 
ER 3 the 


1 0 


the moſt pleaſant to the ear, is that where 
the third is the creator and conductor thro 
the whole movement; take, for inſtance, 
Non nobis, Domine; and Handel's Lord, 
ein thee have I truſted;” Dettingen Te 
Deum, in the gd major, Green's © Let my 
* complaint come before thee, O Lord,” 
ſolo, with the 3d minor, where the diſ- 
cords throughout the movement are reſol- 
ved, and reconciled to the ear, as a bitter 
faucet to the taſte. 


The number ſeven is the moſt complete 
and perfect, becauſe compoſed of three 
thirds; for the eighth 1s a mere reiteration 
of the firſt, forming what are called the 
common chords, gd, 5th, and 8th. The 
Sth too ſerves as a reſolution of the 7th, 
and relief of the ear, which is ready to be- 
gin the ſcale again in progreſſion ; which 
may be thus exemplified in muſical cha- 
racters. 
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Now | in each of the preceding iluſtra⸗ | 


tions, the firſt of which, fire, light, and 
ſpirit, is perhaps the beſt, becauſe the moſt 


familiar, diſtin, correlative, and univer- 
ſal a ſubſtance, under three determinate 


exhibitions, variations, or conditions, but 


capable of infinite degrees; here, I ſay, 


in each is a ſingular number become plural, 


1, 2, 3 | 1, 3, or 3, 2, 1 I 3. 1; in tech- 
nical terms, a unity in trinity, or a trinity 
in unity: the fact, the reality of Being, is 


_ clear, however, difficult it may be to find 


out adequate terms to explain or expreſs it's 
mode. Suppoſe we call the firſt the fence 
inviſible, but manifeſted and ſeen in the 


ſecond, an ex: ciſtence, ariſing or generated 
immediately from, out of, the eſſence; 
heard, taſted, and felt i in the third, a gro- 


| ceſſion from or communication with the'ſe- 


cond, or from both. To expreſs this are uſed 


C2 other 


* 
N 1 
. N 
4 
. 


{8 


other terms, borrowed from the Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew, namely, perſona, 
poowner, Proſopos, urngaor, hypoſtafis, and co, 
fanayim, preſence, face, perſon, referring not 
to different ſubſtances, but to one eſſence 
in diſtin repreſentations, or appearances, 
one ſource forming three ſtreams or rivers. 


The Grecians and Romans in ſteir my- 
thology, and the Egyptians in their hiero- 
glyphics, - aimed to preſent this truth 
to the eye, by human, animal, and other 
figures, ſimple and compound. What is a 
tripoa, a trident, three graces, three 
judges, three heads upon one body, the 
caduceus, the attitude of winged Mercury, 
but a corrupt imitation of the cherubim? 

A natural trinity in unity may afford us, 
by analogy, ſome faint ideas of the ſpiritual; 
but in conceiving and ſpeaking of this pro- 


found, adorable myſtery, the beſt guide: are 
the ſcriptures, together with our own faith, 


practice, inward experience, and Know- 5 
1 eh, 


It 


( 23 ) 
It is true, as Dr. Prieſtley obſerves, the 
word trinity 18 not found in the ſacred wri- 


tings ; but the thing, the reality, is in lun 
dry vays and divers manners. 


Neither, Shak is the diſtinction of firſt, 
ſecond, or third perſons mentioned in ſcrip- 
ture, nor indeed would it have been ſtrictly 
proper. For where there is equality, coin- 
cidence, and concord, there is, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, no we"; as in muſic, you 
the key, and deſcend to the 1ſt, or aſcend 
with the ſecond; or you may ſet out with 
the 4th below the key, which is really a 
third, excluſive or reſolved. 


Agreeably 8 Chriſt (John viii. 12,) 
referring to the natural agents, fire, light, 
and ſpirit, and playing upon them, as it 
were, and harmonizing them, ſays, «Lam 
* the light of the world;” and chap. xiv. 
ver. 6, No man, cometh unto the Father, 
© but by me,” Again, (vi. 44,) © None can 

come to me, except the Father, who ſent 


C * me, 
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me, draw him.” And, (x. Cl 41 and 
* my Father. are one,” as the mild, delight- 
ful blending of heat and light, or two tones 
in a cloſe ſhake, neatly executed, and in- 
ſtantly terminating in one. Again, (v. 23,) 
“All men ſhould honour the Son, even as 


© they honour the Father.” Again, (xvi. 


13,) © When the ſpirit of truth is come, he 
« will guide you into all truth, he ſhall glo- 
* rify me; for he ſhall receive of mine, 
" and ſhew 1 it unto you.” ” 

John himſelf, ſpeaking in 7 hy nue 5 
rative ſtyle or alluſion, (i. 4,) faith, © In 
„him was light, and the light was the life 
* of men. The light ſhineth in darkneſs, 
and the darkneſs comprehended it not,” 
narchabe, laid not hold of, received, combined 


not with it, being ſo groſs, compact, hard, 


and diſcordant, as not to be rarefied and 
rel, olved 1 into harmony. 


Again, John ſays, He came unto his 
* own, and his own received him not; but 
* as many as received him, to them gave 


*he 


{ 25 * 


* he power to become the Ws of God,” like | 
darkneſs and air changed into light, a diſ- 
cord reſolved, lead, braſs, iron, tranſmuted 


into gold, or meat digeſted into juices, 
e AY 


Every nation and language "RYE hea- 
ven have names for things or beings, and of 


courſe for the firſt Being. 


Names, or nouns, are diſtinguiſhed i into 4 
proper and appellative. 


A proper name of the angular 3 
flagge for, and i 18 peculiar to, one; and an 
appellative, ſingular; or plural, is common to 
many, under ſome kind of a greement « or 
analogy. an 

Were we to traverſe the whole earth and 
Tea, among the earlieſt nations, in queſt of 
names for the firſt and great Being, the 
journey and voyage might be too tedious, 
and perhaps unprofitable, Let us, there- 
fore, confine ourſelves to three claſſes of 
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people, the Romans, Grecians, and He- 
brews, the offspring of Japhet and Shem ; 
whoſe deſcendants .and whoſe writings are 
marvellouſly with us to this day. 


In the Latin claſſical language, the only 
name is Deus, an appellative, of uncertain 
derivation and ſignification, ſingular and 
plural; ſolikewiſeis Os, Theos, in Greek: as 
to the words dominus, Kue, Kurios, and thoſe. 
ſeveral names for their deities, they will af- 


ford vs little or no ſatisfaQion i in the preſent 


inquiry, which will lead us on to the Hebrews, 


Now chen for : a moment let us ; ſuppoſe 
no divine revelation, and that the firſt man, 
brought into the world at once an adult, 
complete and perfect, placed in ſome de- 
lightful, happy ſituation of reſidence and 
climate, immediately looking up, around, 


down, and into himſelf, might naturally 


break forth into exclamations, How came 


| There!—whence this world, that fiery ſun, 


the clear I ght and refreſhing breeze !—thele ; 


ſhady trees, pleaſant fruits, herbs, and this 


cooling 


{t 27.) 


cooling ſtream! Surely there muſt be ſome 
all-wiſe, powerful, good Being, the Author 

and Creator of myſelf and all creatures | 
Upon this a voice is heard, TR WR rx: 
Jam, or © will be, what I am or will be. 
The man amazed, returns the proper name 
of four letters, or vocal Tounds, Mn, Ye- 


hoha, He will be, and adores. 7 


Now this Being begins to rectal himſelf 
in ſome relative name, that of Elohim, for 


inflance, | 


The former name, as you well know, 
deſcriptive of eſſence in all time paſt, pre- 
ſent, and future, and poſſeſſed of all pow-. 
er without controul, is for the moſt part 
never uſed, either the compound Yehouah, 
or the ſimple Yah, but in the ſingular num- 
ber, nor ever admits of the ſuffix pronoun 
my, thy, our, their, like the latter ; which 
you muſt likewiſe know, though you may 
not like to own it, is plural, ſometimes lin- 


gular, EI, Elolia. 


God 


6639 


Cod fd to Moſes, "Exod. In. Is 15, 
D I am that 1 am; this 1s my name for 
11.108 © ever.” Other relative 1 names ſhall not be 
HR = for ever, as Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 28, aſſureth 
K us: : ſee Tia. Xlii. 8. Zech. xiv. 9. 


. 


When thele t two. names occur together, 
they denote a plurality in unity, as in 
Deut. vi. " "he Hear, O Iſrael „Jehovah our 
" Elohim | is one Jehovah, not our Elo- 
him is one Elohim: and again, in the firſt 
command, I am Jehovah thy Elohim ; 1 
* thou ſhalt have no other Elohim but me,” 

not us. Here J me, LG the unity, and 
Elohim the plurality. 


Were i it neceſſary, it is eaſy to produce 
many more proofs. of this doctrine out of 
the Old Teſtament. Chriſt, in the New, 
IS fill more explanatory and explicit, when 
he bids his diſciples, Mat. xxviii. 19, © Go, 
< baptize all nations into the name of the 
« Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit.” 
Here name denotes the eſſence, center, and 
bond of union; and Father, Son, and 

: Holy 


— 9 0 


Holy Spirit, the Ferſonæ, or diſtin agents 


in the economy of grace. Agreeably to 


this, St. John, 1 Epiſt. v. 7 ſays, eie 


e are three that bear witneſs 1 in heaven, the 


1 ather, the Word, Lt Holy Spirit, and 
« theſe three are one; not pe neutral plu- 


ral, three things or ſubſtances; but res 
maſculine, (agreeing perhaps with mTpcowros, 
or evep6, perſons underſtood,) is 2 one 
thing, name, eſſence, —conſubſiantially and 


equally, but three diſtinctly and Jointly i in 
agency and influence. 


Let theſe few alin proofs ſuffice; the 


ſerious, modeſt inquirer will find many 


more in the ſeriptures, which, under divine 
influence and illumination, he will be able 


to explain for himſelf more ſerenely, and 
to his ſatisfattion, than to be diſtracted with 
the diverſe opinions of commentators, who 
judge of ſpiritual things only by their natu- 
ral ſenſes and acquirements. If man is to 
exiſt hereafter, of what real uſe is natural 
philoſophy, mathematics, and knowledge 
of languages, unleſs they lead us from na- 


tura] 


i” 7 
tural things to ſpiritual? Man is a mere 
animal, a worm, I might ſay, worſe than a 
worm, till he receive the things of God, 
viſdom from above, © which is pure, peace- 
„able, gentle, eaſy to be intreated, full of 
© mercy and good works, without partiality, 
and without hypocriſy.” | 
: The OR language of thy New Teſla. 
ment, which 1 is that of the Seventy, having 
no proper name for the Deity, te, 2 
and other appellatives being uſed, ſome- 
times for the Eſſence, and generally for 
Perſonality, it was impoſſible, perhaps, for 
1 the authors of the New Teſtament to ſpeak 
and write of theſe nice diſcriminations with 
the ſame accuracy and preciſion in Greek 
as in Hebrew. Hence Dr, Prieſtley's miſ- 
conceptions. and expreſſions, (it is to be hoped 
erroneouſly in judgment, like St. Paul, not 
intentionally, with an evil heart of unbelief „ 
in his firit letter to the Members of the New 
Jeruſalem, and elſewhere, We view with 
equal horror the doctrine of the Trinity, 


* conſiſting of three Perſons in one God, as 
1 * * equally | 


639) 


* equally abſurd and blaſphemous, conſti- 


« tating, in fact, three Gods.” No, Sir, 
you are led into a miſtake, unfortunately as 
it ſhould ſeem, by not having a muſical ear, 
and a profound knowledge of Greek, He- 
brew, and Phyſics. Rather, if you pleaſe, 
ſay, three Perſons in one Jehovah, like three 
tones in concord, three agents in one ſub- 
ſlance, or a plural noun before a verb ſingular, 


Bara Elohim. A ſimilar conſtruction to 


this is where two or three ſubſtantives, in 
the nominative caſe, are made to agree 
with a verb ſingular; where each contri- 


butes it's part diſtributively to produce a 


ſingle action. A remarkable inſtance OC- 
curs in 1 Theff. iii. 11, where three nouns 


have only a verb fingular, #zTeAuver, not 


verre. 


What now is to be done, not in a ſud- 
den fit of deſpair, ſtrangle yourſelf as did 
Judas, who deliberately betrayed his maſter, 
but weep bitterly like Peter, who, in a mo- 
mentary ſtate of dereliction and fright, de- 
mied him; yet on reflection, when he came to 
himſelf, 
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himſelf, he ever aſter loved, ſerved, and 
adored him with a daily. increaſing know- 
ledge, feryour, and diligence. © | 


It @ fd . Locke xath 85 The Land 


turned and looked upon Peter ; ſurely not 


with bodily eyes, for he was in another 


apartment with the ſervants, warming him- 
ſelf at the fire. Chriſt (Luke xii. 10,) had 
Promiſed pardon to Peter, Paul, and to 


others in like circumſtance of unbelief. 


© Whoſoever ſhall ſpeak a word againſt the 
Son of Man, it ſhall be forgiven him, (as 
being in his nature partly human and part- 
ly divine); © but unto him that blaſphemeth 


* againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be. 
* forgiven,” becauſe he is purely divine, 
as Peter (Acts v. 4,) told Ananias, © Thou 
© haſt not lied unto men, but unto God.” 


Go to now ye that ſay, There is no God, 
no Jehovah Elohim, no divine revelation, 
no fall, redemption, propitiation for fin, 
no advocate with the Father, and commu- 
nion or fellowſhip of the Holy Spirit. 


As 


(93) 


| As for Dr. Prieſtley's Letters to the Mem- 


bers of the New Jeruſalem, I leave them 


to defend Baron Swedenborg, with this 


friendly obſervation, that he may be read 


ſafely, pleaſantly, and with inſtruction, as 


a writer of peculiar ingenuity and wit, ſu- 


perior to Le Sage and Dean Swift, in his 


viſionary deſcriptions and characters of 
. good and bad men; not to forget his know- 
ledge in natural philoſophy, anatomy, che- 


miſtry. It were eaſy to ſelect abundant 


inſtances out of his Arcana Cælęſtia, where 


he has interviews with kings, popes, car- 


others. 


. And now, my brethren, I conclude with 
a character of you, ſomewhat culpable, and 
of chriſtians, but not finally reprobate, 
drawn by Chriſt, Luke xvi. 1, in a parable 


of the unjuſt ſteward, (the Jewiſh high- 
prieſt, ' and repreſentative of the whole 


body,) where he commends him as acting 


not p, divinely wiſe, but Spi, world- 


ly prudent, with foreſight, circumſpection, 


| 
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and diligence. The ſteward ſaid within 
himſelf, What ſhall I do? for my lord is 


going to take from me the ſtewardſhip; I 


cannot dig, (being weakly, feebly formed, 
unfit for, and unuſed to laborious employ- 
ment,) to beg I am aſhamed, (being an ac- 
tion and ſtate beneath the dignity of human 


nature ; beſides, I expett to be ſupported 
by my rich relations, or the friendly aſſiſt- 


ance of the ſynagogue, when reduced to 


inability and poverty); I am reſolved what 


to do, that when I am put out of the ftew- 
ardſhip, they (the chriſtians and others) 
may receive me into their houſes; (while 
in my ſtate of diſperſion I turn merchant all 


over the world). Upon this, calling every 


one of his tbrd's debtors (chriſtians) unto 
bim, he ſaid unto the firſt, How much 
oweſt thou unto my lord? (by my benefit 
and inſtruction of trading with you,) and 
he ſaid, An hundred meaſures of oil; and 


he ſaid untohim, fitting down quickly, Take 


thy bill, and write fifty, (allowing me ſo much 
diſcount). Then he ſaid to another, And 
how much oweſt thou unto my lord? and 


he 


{ 35 }) 


he faid, An hundred meaſures of wheat: 
and he ſaid unto him, Take thy bill, and 


write fourſcore, (corn being more plenty 
and cheaper than oil). Here is a moſt 


ſtriking picture of merchandize, which the 


Jews introduced into Europe, remarkably 


_ firſt at Venice, Spain, and France, abound- 


ing in oil; afterwards into Sicily, Germany, 


England, with corn. For in the para- 


ble, the products ſtand for the abi and 


| country, 


Chriſt ends this ** parable with 
this emphatical inſtructive notation to 
chriſtians : © The children of this world 
(the Jews) are (or will be, there being no 


verb in the original, obſerve, it may be 


e ſupplied at diſcretion,) more diſcrete and 


4 conſiſtent than the children of light (the 


e chriſtians) in their generation. There- 
fore I ſay unto you, (chriſtians,) make to 
vyourſelves friends of the mammon of un- 
8 righteouſneſs, (the Jews, living with them 
*in brotherly kindneſs and charity, very 
Fe * ſingular i in the art and induſtry, young 
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«and old, of merchandize,) that when ye 
* (chriſtians) fail (by infidelity, idlenefs, 
© diſſipation, amuſements, pleaſure, pro- 
e fuſeneſs, ſeduction, avarice, tricking, 
fraud, robbery, ſabbath-breaking,—more 
* prevalent at this preſent time throughout 
«* Chriſtendom, than was ever among the 
Jews,) they (the Jews and elder brother) 
may receive you (be one with you, chrif- 
* tians, in love,) into everlaſting habita- 
© tions ;*—namely, at the conſummation of 
all things, the grand and final period of uni- 
verſal change and converhon, natural and 
ſpiritual, haſtily approaching, wherein the 
kingdom of God ſhall fully come, deſcri- 
bed by St. Peter, 2 Epiſt. iii. 10, and Rev. 
xxi. not at all tremendous, but welcome, a 
day of joy and gladneſs, to every true bes 
hever. | 5 


N. B. Theſe remarks are reſpectfully preſented to the 
conſideration of the candid reader, as hints only, or as 
(What painters call) ſketches, draughts, ſtudies—or like 
the three original natural colours, the azure blue, the 
golden yellow, and the fiery red, from which are produ- 

ceq by a various union, all other colours. 
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Addreſs to the Jews, 


By JACOB BARNET, 


Born and educated a JEw, but by Conviction lately. 
become a CHRISTIAN. In which ApDRess every 
Thing that can be intereſting to a Chriſtian or Jews 

has been amply conſidered under the following Heads: 


The Utility a and Neceſſity of F aith ; whh a Definition 
of true Faith, 


The Grounds upon which the Jews ca expected a 
Meſſi ab. 
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_ Evident Proofs that the Meſſiah promiſed to, and ex- 


pected by the Jews, is already come in Jeſus Chriſt. 


A Demonſtration that Jeſus Chriſt, born of the Virgin 


Mary, is the Meſſiah predicted by the Prophets. 


A full and clear Explication of our Saviour's Name, 
why called Jeſus and not Immanuel. Joſhua a Type 
of Jeſus, proved in ſeveral Inſtances. = 


Proofs that our Saviour is the Son of God: That the ex- 
alted Title of JEHOVAH 1 1s aſcribed to him, and con- 
firmed 7 the Jews. 


That he was to ſuffer Crucifixion: To riſe from the 
Dead the third Day. That he aſcended into Heaven, 


and is to come again in Glory as our Judge. 


The Reſurrettion clearly proved both from the Old and 
New Teſtament, and confirmed by the Jews. 


Reſlections on the bleſſed Trinity. 


A Coucluſive Addreſs to the Jews. 
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„ Thoſe Gentlemen who wiſh to ſubſcribe, are re- 
x Wo to give in their Names to the Bookſellers, 
mentioned in the TRIP . 
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Page 29, line 8, inflead of agreeing perhaps with, 
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por, Of GVEPEL 5 perſons underſtood, read agrees « 


ing with the antecedentsy Father, Word, and Spirit. 
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